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3. |3 The drawings filed on 13 September 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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1 . The appeal brief filed on May 9, 2005 has been entered. 

2. Based on the review of the brief appeal and further examination, applications 
arguments were found convincing. Therefore, the previous advisory mailed on February 
7, 2005 has been withdrawn, and the amendment after final filed January 10, 2005 has 
been entered. Accordingly: 

Claims 1 , 12, 16 and 1 7 have been amended; and 
Claims 10, 1 1 and 15 have been cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-9, 12-14 and 1 6-1 9 are allowed. 

The prior art of record, including Tung (US Patent No.: 5,842,297) in view of 
Tokunaga (US Patent No.: 5,375,043) and Tarne et al. (US Patent No.: 6,443,582 B1), 
fails to show or suggest the applicant's invention as claimed. Specifically, the prior art 
of record does not disclose a lighting apparatus combining: 

a curved surface disposed within a wave guide, and the curved surface 
including discrete microstructures reflecting localized light events as 
recited in Claim 1; 

an arcuate bottom surface disposed within a wave guide, and the curved 
surface including discrete microstructures reflecting localized light events 
as recited in Claim 12; and 


Application/Control Number: 09/682,516 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2875 

a curved bottom surface disposed within a wave-guide, and the curved 
surface including discrete microstructures reflecting localized light events 
as recited in Claim 16. 
The above-indicated combination, including a wave light guide having curved 
bottom surface bearing discrete microstructures reflecting light in localized areas, 
makes this disclosure unique. 

Tung ( ( 297) discloses a lighting apparatus comprising a wave-guide having a 
plane bottom surface with discrete microstructures reflecting light in localized areas. 
However, Tung ('297) does not teach the bottom surface of the wave-guide being 
arcuated. Similarly, neither combined nor individual teaching of Tarne et al. (582 B1) 
and Tokunaga ('043) teaches the claimed a curved surface disposed within a wave- 
guide, and the curved surface including discrete microstructures reflecting localized light 
events. 

Therefore, neither combined nor individual teaching of Tung ('297), Tarne et al. 
(582 B1) and Tokunaga ('043) meets the limitations of claims 1,12 and 16. 

Therefore, claims 1,12 and 16 are allowed over prior art. 

Claims 2-9 are necessarily allowed because of their dependency on the allowed 
Claim 1. 

Claims 13 and 14 are necessarily allowed because of their dependency on the 
allowed Claim 12. 

Claims 18 and 19 necessarily allowed because of their dependency on the 
allowed Claim 16. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hargobind S Sawhney whose telephone number is 571 
272 2380. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:15 - 2:45. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571 272 2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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